
 

  

 

THE MARKAZ COMMUNITY CENTER 
The Markaz, whose name comes from the Arabic, Farsi, Hebrew, Turkish and Urdu word for                             

"center," is unique in its cultural focus and goal of serving all students interested in Africa, the Middle                                   
East, and central, south and southeast Asia, as well as the American Muslim experience. 

The center serves the community that identifies with or has an interest, scholarly or otherwise, in Islamic                                 
culture, the Muslim world, global Muslim communities and non-Muslim minorities within the Muslim                         
world. 

The resource center serves as an entry point for students who want to get more information about                                 
opportunities to engage outside the classroom with the cultures, faiths and peoples of this vast region.                               
The Markaz aims to facilitate dialogue and discussion around the critical social and political issues that                               
have been at the forefront of the national conversation since 9/11. The Markaz provides space to and                                 
serves as a hub for, the many students and student groups that identify academically, culturally and                               
otherwise with the Muslim world. 

 



  1 
 

Important Things to Know: Muslim Life on Campus 
❖ The Markaz is the Muslim resource center on campus and is an inclusive space that centers on                                 

social justice and community growth. Its balcony makes an excellent study spot. 
 
Prayer on Campus: 

❖ There is a prayer room you can access with a code, and a Wudhu station on the third floor of the                                         
Old Union building (once you exit the elevator on the third floor, the prayer room will be to your                                     
right).  

❖ There are two Jumu’ah prayers (Friday prayers) held in the Sanctuary room on the third floor of                                 
Old Union – a smaller one starts at 12:25 P.M. (with salah at 12:45 P.M.) and the primary prayer                                     
begins at 1:25 P.M. (with salah at 1:50 P.M.). 
 
Ramadan: 

❖ Every day of Ramadan, there are boxed suhoor boxes that you can order from Stanford Dining.                               
There are also iftars held every night, usually on the third floor of the Old Union. 

❖ If you have a final exam/midterm in the evening during Ramadan, you can ask your professors to                                 
reschedule and they may accommodate the request. 
 

❖ ALL beef and chicken in ALL of the dining halls is zabiha halal. 
 
Additional Resources: 

❖ There are many more community centers, offices, and student groups on campus offering a 
variety of resources to students, including (but not limited to): 
➢ Office for Religious Life 
➢ Muslim Student Union 
➢ Black Community Services Center (Black House) 
➢ Black Student Union 
➢ Center for African Studies  
➢ Stanford African Students Association 
➢ Women’s Community Center 
➢ Asian American Activities Center 
➢ Native American Cultural Center 
➢ Arab Students Association at Stanford 
➢ Persian Student Association 

❖ You can view a full list of over 650 Voluntary Student Organizations at Stanford here. 

Student Organizations 
The Markaz supports and works specifically with the following Markaz affiliated Volunteer Student 
Organizations (M-VSOs) in their impactful and important work on Stanford’s campus linked below: 

❏ American Middle East Network for Dialogue at Stanford (AMENDS) 
❏ Arab Students Association at Stanford (ASAS) 
❏ Avicenna- The Stanford Journal on Muslim Affairs 
❏ Middle East Ensemble 
❏ Muslim Student Union (MSU) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eCKvaDIgKk6ZzhduXqET0a2YZFyK6Z9acRgxzA_DOk/edit
http://www.stanfordamends.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stanfordarabs
https://www.facebook.com/Avicenna-The-Stanford-Journal-on-Muslim-Affairs-160762363985564/
https://www.facebook.com/StanfordMEE/
https://www.facebook.com/islamicsocietystanford/?fref=ts
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❏ Pakistanis at Stanford (PAS)  
❏ Persian Student Association (PSA)  
❏ Stanford Muslim Medical Association (SMMA) 
❏ Stanford South Asian Society  
❏ Stanford Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP)  
❏ Student and Labor Alliance (SALA)  
❏ Turkish Students Association (TSA) 

Places 

❏ The Markaz: Resource center, Nitery 
❏ Musallah: Located on the third floor of the main Old Union Building, the Musallah is a place where 

prayer can be performed throughout the day. 

Events 

Here you can view the flyers for some of the events that were held throughout the 2019-2020 
academic year. 

 

 

http://www.stanford.edu/group/pakistan/index.htm
http://www.stanford.edu/group/psa/about.utf8.html
http://med.stanford.edu/smsa/student-life/student-orgs/smma.html
http://web.stanford.edu/group/sanskriti/cgi-bin/
https://sjp.stanford.edu/
https://stanfordsala.wordpress.com/
https://tsa.stanford.edu/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Markaz:+Resource+Center+at+Stanford/@37.425339,-122.1719349,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x808fbad5cd36aff5:0xf1f173f4f079233e!2sMarkaz:+Resource+Center+at+Stanford!8m2!3d37.425339!4d-122.1697462!3m4!1s0x808fbad5cd36aff5:0xf1f173f4f079233e!8m2!3d37.425339!4d-122.1697462
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